
 
The Good News 

A Communication By and For the Florida Council of Catholic Women/Province of Miami  

 
Prayer To Our Lady Of Good Counsel 

God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

O Mother of Good Counsel, patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may be 
wise, courageous, and loving leaders of the Church. 

Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son.  May the Holy Spirit fill us with a reverence for God’s 
Creation and compassion for all God’s children.  May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God; and may 
God’s gifts of faith and living hope, prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.                                                                                                                    
Amen 
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The first meeting of the 2019-2021 FCCW Board was October 4th at the  Sheraton Orlando 

North. The good news is that many dioceses reported they have new affiliations so Council is 

growing!  The NCCW High School initiative will be implemented in some of the dioceses as 

well as encouraging use of the Spanish language materials and experiences with the bilingual 

youth group in the Venice Diocese.  

Check the NCCW website for the three timely resolutions passed at the NCCW Convention 

based on current issues in society: opioid crisis affecting our nation; suicide awareness 

(national hotline: 800-273-8255) and reuse products and reduce    

consumption. Plan to feature these at your  meetings or use for your 

upcoming conventions.  

It is not too early to start planning for Catholic Days at the Capitol! 

This  coming year the event is January 28 and 29, 2020.  NEW   

FORMAT: Instead of the luncheon, there will be a breakfast on Jan. 

29 so all participants can spend the day at the Capitol visiting their 

legislators and sitting in on committee meetings. To get the schedule 

and the registration form for your diocese, go to www.flaccb.org 

and click on the block that says Catholic Days at the Capitol. Be 

sure to wear your red apparel!  The event closes with the Red Mass of 

the Holy Spirit at the Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More followed by a 

reception.  

As we approach Thanksgiving, remember those who have no food or 

shelter. Nov. 21 is NCCW Day of   Prayer and Fasting.  May you and 

yours be blessed this Advent Season. 

Sheila Hopkins 

FCCW President/Province Director 

CALENDAR 2020 

JAN 28-29 Catholic Days at the Capitol 

FEB 6 & 7 FCCW Board Meeting 

 

CONVENTIONS 

MAR 20 & 21 Pensacola Tallahassee DCCW 

APR 17-19 St. Augustine DCCW 

APR 17-19 Venice DCCW 

APR 18-20 Orlando DCCW 

APR 25 Miami  ADCCW  

APR 30-May 3 St. Petersburg DCCW 

MAY 16 Palm Beach DCCW 

AUG 26-30 National Council of Catholic      

Women 100th Anniversary 

President/Province Director                                                              Sheila Hopkins 



President/Province Director-Elect                                                       Myrna Wong 

As I take on the role of the President Province Director Elect, I ask for all of your      

prayers.  I will be looking to all of you to help us on the upcoming FCCW Conference in 

October 2020 and I know that when asked you will say “yes” because together we will do 

a great job.  If there is anything that I can do or help you with, please reach out to me.  I 

look forward to working with all of you on this Board and together we can and will make 

a difference……Myrna  Wong. 

Archdiocese of Miami                                                              Lisa Shelly, President 

CONGRATULATIONS, JOAN! 

  

At the State Respect Life Conference, Joan Walker, Vice President of the Pensacola-Tallahassee 

DCCW and Spirituality Commission Chair for the Florida Council of Catholic Women, received the 

Respect Life Person of the Year for the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee. Joan has supported  

Catholic Days at the Capitol and recruits others to attend.  She is involved with Project Rachel and 

Rachel's Vineyard.  Joan also coordinates the prayer service / vigil at St. John the Evangelist 

Church prior to a scheduled execution and advocates against the Death Penalty. 

Is your diocese looking for a unique fundraising idea?  Profitable, yet easy to do?  Miami ACCW 

tried a fun one earlier this year--a raffle of a "Celebrity Chef" dinner for the winner and five 

friends.  We had as our  Celebrity Chef our North District Spiritual Advisor, Monsignor Michael A. 

Souckar, pastor of St. Andrew Catholic Church in Coral Springs.  If he sounds familiar, that's be-

cause he was priest-secretary to the now-retired Archbishop John C. Favalora. 

 

It was a rousing success. Tickets were sold for $30 each.  The winning ticket holder could bring 

five diners with him or her.  Our gourmand chef made dinner for eight guests; the ticket winner and guests, plus 

himself and our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Michael Greer.  Msgr. Souckar made enough so the sous chefs could also eat 

(but we stayed in the kitchen to do so!)  We held it on February 16th, picking a date between New Year's and Lent, 

which worked very well for us. 

 

Because of the ticket price, it lent itself to multiple people per ticket; $15 for two, $10 apiece for three people, $5 

for six, making them easy to sell.  For a diocesan-wide fundraiser, this was essentially effortless, needing only to 

sell tickets.  We had two people as sous chefs, and one of the two brought the fine china, sterling flatware, etc., to 

make the occasion truly a memorable one. 

 

This was our most profitable fundraiser ever, over $4300.  It was easy to do, generated a lot of fun and interest, and 

our members clamored for more!  Next year's dinner will be held at the Cathedral of St. Mary, and our Celebrity 

Chef is Fr. Christopher Marino, rector of the Cathedral. 

 

This generated more income than our archdiocesan-wide tea, with significantly less effort required from our members. 

Something you may wish to consider.  Bon appetit! 



Diocese of Palm Beach                                                 Laurie Ulseth, President 

Diocese of   Orlando                                                       Kathy Leigh, President 

Greetings from Palm Beach!  As we start our Council year, we are in the process of finalizing all our 

plans for the upcoming calendar events.   

 

Our Remembrance Tree ceremony will be held on November 6 at the St. Vincent de Paul Seminary in 

Boynton Beach.  Names are submitted for their departed loved ones and buried at the foot of the          

Remembrance tree outside the chapel on the grounds of the Seminary.  As the Seminarians do their daily 

prayer walks, they stop at the Remembrance Tree and pray for our friends and family who have passed away.   

 

Our Take A Sister to Lunch honors our Religious Sisters in our Diocese.  We celebrate with a luncheon prepared by Fr. 

Clem Hammerschmitt and every Sister receives a Christmas gift.  Jubilee awards are given to celebrate their years in the 

Religious life.   

 

January 18, 2020 marks our 26th Annual Fashion Show held at Breakers West – lots of fun and prizes are promised!  

This year’s fashions will be presented by Bealls.   

 

Our Women of Faith/Women of Action Conference will be held on March 28, 2020 at Our Lady Queen of the Apostles 

Church.  Bishop Barbarito will celebrate Mass, our guest speakers will talk about their journeys in their Catholic faith 

and how they became Women of Action.  Adoration and a Rosary ceremony are also included in this day.  

 

Our Lord is the Master and we are His Masterpieces.  Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 

The 99th annual NCCW Convention in Atlanta was very enlightening. I always enjoy visiting 

the exhibits at National Conventions.  This year I spent time talking to Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS).  Water for Life, Help a Child, and the Refugee Emergency Fund are receiving good      

support; however, I was surprised to learn that Madonna Plan was the program that was receiving 

the least.  Please keep the CRS Madonna Plan i n  y o u r  p r a y e r s  a n d ,  i f  y o u  a r e  

a b l e ,  p l e a s e  make a  charitable donation to them next year. 

ODCCW is busy making plans for our special 100th Birthday Celebration for NCCW.  Bishop Noonan will 

celebrate a Mass for us on March 21st at 10:00 am and it will be followed by a reception to Celebrate 100 years 

of being Council of Catholic Women.  This event will take place at St. Mary Magdalen parish in Altamonte 

Springs.   We are asking all our affiliations to participate.   

Our 52nd annual convention will be held April 18-20, 2020 at the Hilton Rialto in Melbourne.   Our theme 

this year is “Walking with Mary in Love - Leaders, Organizers, Volunteers, and Evangelizers”.  Southern     

Deanery will be our host this year and planning is well underway. 

Another look at the calendar and Advent is upon us.  ODCCW wishes all of you a blessed Advent season and 

the holy Christmas season. 

  

 

 



Diocese of St. Petersburg                                                   Beth Aubin, President 

Diocese of St. Augustine                                                    Staci Duncan, President 

St. Augustine DCCW is Leading the way in Leadership and Recruitment 

 

Early this summer, we held a New Officer Mini-Workshop where women from each of the deaneries and           

affiliations were able to partake in a custom fit training for the office they will be stepping into. It was well

-received and on top of that the ladies left feeling ready to take on their positions and to do a great job. We 

were even more blessed and excited to have one of our new affiliations contact, coordinate with, and then host the 

NCCW LTD team this past Saturday (September 28, 2019) where there were 80 women and 1 gentleman in attendance. 

It was a wonderful experience and excellent information was shared to help the women of our dioceses to grow, renew, 

and help revive our affiliations. We had in attendance persons that came from and represented 11 of our established   

affiliations and 2 of our possible new affiliations. So many things to celebrate are happening or have happened in the 

Diocese of St. Augustine. I have now visited 2 parishes and there is another meeting in the works that will most likely 

blossom into becoming our next 2 or 3 affiliations to join the St. Augustine DCCW. I am also happy to report 1 of these 

parishes is in the Gainesville Deanery which currently is small yet very powerful. This should help reach my goal of 100 

new members for the 100th birthday. 

 

Greetings from the ladies of St. Petersburg Council of Catholic Women. October is the month        

dedicated to Religious Vocations. We have three seminarians who will be ordained in May 2020:  

Deacon Joshua Bertrand, Deacon Connor Penn, Deacon Drew Woodke.  Let us thank all of our Parish 

Priests, Spiritual Advisors, our Parochial Vicors, our Clergy, Sisters, and our Bishop Gregory Parkes 

who is leading us to “Courageously Living the Gospel,” daily. 

October is also the month to thank the First Responders, Police Officers, also our Chaplains, Fr. Ted Costello, and Our 

Military Armed Services, who sacrifice every day to protect us. 

 We are in the planning stages of our 52nd Annual Convention. Our Theme, “Courageously Living the Gospel, through 

the Lives of Catholic Women”.  

Mark your calendars for this special event to be held on April 30th – May 4th, 2020. 

Events that our Lady Star of the Sea District, had are as follows: An Annual Fashion Show 

“Spring Fling Picnic,” Father’s Day Breakfast, Meet and greet, treats given to Vacation Bible School,  

Pot luck dinners, Retreats, Welcome Teas, Holy Family CCW had 16 new members join their Council.  

Conference themes, “Growing our Relationship with Jesus Christ”, Our Lady of Life Conference. “Our Call to Spiritual              

Motherhood:” Body, Mind and Spirit, Our Lady of Grace Conference.  For the Districts that are not having a           

conference we are having an “Advent Day of Reflection & Retreat,” by Fr. Michael Owens, Corpus Christi Parish. 

Well hope all of you at the FCCW have a Blessed Thanksgiving, and Christmas. 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel keep you and your families safe throughout the year. 

 

 



Diocese of Venice                                               Ellen Bachman & Brenda Dolan 

                                                                                        Co-Presidents 

Dear Ladies, 

What a wonderful experience, again, at being at the NCCW Convention, this time in Atlanta. 

The speakers were wonderful: Mother Dolores Hart, the various Bishops who preached, the 

presentations on Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” and the other topics were a wonderful challenge to 

the women who were present. There were over 680 ladies and about 35 or 40 Spiritual Advisors 

present. I wish to thank all the Ladies in the VDCCW whose charity made it possible for me to 

attend and to celebrate their magnificent contributions to our Catholic Church. Next year will be 

the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the NCCW and the convention will be in Washington, 

DC. Perhaps each council could begin to put aside money so that their President can attend this 

wonderful meeting. 

God bless you all and thank you for your support of me. 

Fr. Joe Connolly, TOR 

Spiritual Advisor 

Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee                                Mary Sauvageau, President 

 Road Trip! EWTN, Shrine & Grotto 

An enthusiastic effort was made by our Pensacola-Tallahassee Diocesan Council of   

Catholic Women to sponsor a road trip to sites in Alabama. The three day excursion took 

place September 27-29. In conjunction with this trip, it was highly recommended that one 

read Mother Angelica-The Remarkable Story of a Nun, Her Nerve and a Network of    

Miracles by Raymond Arroyo. This biography gives one a better understanding of Mother 

Angelica and all that she accomplished through many leaps of faith.  

Thirty six women (members and “potential members”) boarded a chartered bus and headed to EWTN for a 

tour of the studio. After some time in the gift shop, we joined the friars in the chapel to pray the rosary, Divine 

Office and Benediction. Dinner was at a local barbeque spot then back to the hotel for some fellowship at our 

“wine bar.” 

The next morning many of us early risers went to the televised morning Mass at EWTN. After that, we       

collected the rest of our group and hopped over to the Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady of 

the Angels Monastery for a spiritual talk, a wonderful tour, a healing service, lunch, and of course time in the 

LARGE gift shop. Then, we hit the road for a stop at Ave Maria Grotto for an informative presentation of the 

Grotto and how it came to be. We then enjoyed a walk through the Grotto and of course spent time in the gift 

shop! Dinner and the “wine bar” followed.  

On Sunday morning we headed home after attending Mass at St. 

Francis   Xavier Catholic Church in Birmingham and a lunch 

stop. 

This road trip was a first time effort AND a leap of faith in itself! 

It is one that we plan to offer again in the future as many     

blessings were experienced by all! 



 I wish to thank Sheila for asking me to continue on this Board.  Under Sheila’s      

direction, I will continue to bring you information, thoughts and ideas on three major issues: 

1) “Caring for God’s Creation” using as my guide and major resource the Catholic Climate 

Covenant website [catholicclimatecovenant.org] and information taken from there. 2)Updates 

on the NCCW Anti Human Trafficking Project which is still on line [ a short search will help 

you see where you can be of service or assistance] and as always I encourage you all to stay 

on top of the issue through the U.S. Sisters Against Human Trafficking website 

[www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org] and sign up for their newsletter.  These woman are all over this issue and 

now they have a video about what they are doing.  There is still time to do something this month about        

Domestic Violence Awareness, to repeat a phrase, we heard a couple of years ago; “Help Heal the Wounds”.  

3)The final area I am here to assist with is RESPITE, the revised manual is still available through NCCW.  It 

has been made easier for all to use and remember if your Diocese or Affiliation has an active program, you can 

insure your members through NCCW for $3. per member, per year. 
I am always happy to assist when you need me.  Diane Tugander 

Service Commission                                                                     Diane Tugander 

At our recent FCCW Board meeting, Fr Mike Greer spoke about complacency of people in modern society 

toward the moral decline, and he urged us not to allow ourselves to become complacent.   

I was reminded of a quotation from a German pastor named Martin Niemuller commenting on the        

Holocaust: 

In Germany they came first for the Communists and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist. 

Then they came for the Jews and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew. 

Then they came for the trade unionists and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist. 

Then they came for the Catholics and I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant. 

Then they came for me and by that time there was no one left to speak up. 

When the US Supreme Court gave us the Roe v Wade decision, my mother told me again and again that abortion was the first 

step down the slippery slope, that if we let this happen, euthanasia, assisted suicide, and killing the elderly who were no longer 

useful to society would come next.  At that time I couldn’t see the connection and dismissed her comments as doom and gloom 

from a crazy old lady.  Forty-five years later I am realizing my mother was right (always listen to your mother).  There is so much 

work to be done in the battle – a battle that is both spiritual and political – to end abortion and build a culture of life. 

We keep the memory of the Holocaust alive in order to prevent such a thing from happening again.  In my mind, abortion is the 

new Holocaust – state-sanctioned killing – by the millions.  And I can see particular groups in our nation urging us toward the   

other things my mother warned about.  We really cannot afford to be complacent; if we are, will anyone be left to speak up? 

Joan Walker 

Spirituality Commission Chair 

Spirituality Commission                                                                 Joan Walker 



Happy Fall to everyone!   

Susie and I are so very happy to represent the Leadership Commission for FCCW these 

next two years!  We have been in contact with Ruth Warren, NCCW Leadership        

Commission Chair and our national president, Jean Kelly, who would like for us to     

concentrate on Membership and Mentoring.   

Membership possibilities are everywhere if we just look.  Let’s take a quick look at 

where we may find potential new members: 

Mass 
Moms Ministry 
Catholic School Moms and Teachers 
Women’s Auxiliary of the KOC 
Other non-affiliated parishes  
Other ministries in the parish 

 
Now, we need to know what to say when approaching a new potential member.    

You may be asked: 
What does your CCW do and who are you? 
How do you differ from other women’s ministries? 
 
It’s important to know the mission statement of NCCW, because that is what we all are about. 

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower, and educate all 
Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, and service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel values to 
the needs of the Church and society in the modern world. 
 

Some of the many projects we support are:   Anti-Trafficking, Domestic Violence awareness and prevention, Pro-Life issues,          

supporting religious vocations, and partnering with Catholic Relief Services to build water wells in third world countries.  

These are just a few of the many projects and programs we support.   

An easy and effective way to connect with potential new members is for your affiliation to purchase business cards (or you 

can make your own).  It should have your affiliation name on it, when, where and time you meet.  It can have a blank line on 

it to write in your name and phone number.  Hand them out to women you see week after week at mass.  Invite them to 

your next meeting.  AND when they come be sure you sit with them or have someone you know sit with them (if you have 

to sit at the head table).   Answer any questions they may have and hand them a brochure about council.  These can be  

from NCCW.org website.  Keep in touch with them, exchange contact information, and be sure to call her before the next 

meeting.   

A huge draw to council is the Sisterhood we build with one another.  Make sure you let your new members into your inner 

group and introduce them to those you are close to.  The connection you make is perhaps one of the strongest reasons 

women want to join you.  Then, as they become more aware of who we are and what we do, they connect with us because 

they, too, want to be a part of something bigger than themselves.  They, too, want to make a difference through our       

projects, programs and Spiritual growth as Catholic Women.   

Leadership Commission                                             Linda Clark & Susie Harting 

                                                                                              Co-Chairmen                          



Hugs for the Homeless                                                                     Julie Rothery 

The facts don’t lie.  Last Winter’s collections for Hugs for the Homeless was a banner year.  

We were especially successful in part due to the $7,758.69 earned from the sale of our 

FCCW history book. 

 

The other larger part was the dedicated hard work put forth by the many and creative ways that you, our  

Council Sisters, found to raise $50,173.35.  The total raised was $57,932.04.   

 

Each of our seven dioceses received $8,276.00 which was then divided by the number of deaneries, districts, 

and vicariate’s in the diocese.  Then the joy of the donations was spread throughout the state. 

 

What I would like to do is share your stories.  How did your ladies raise their gift?  Was it a special fund    

raiser?  Did you collect your gift at a meeting?  Was it a meal that you prepared?  A bake-less sale?  Please 

share your creative means with me.  Copying is the greatest form of flattery! 

 

When you look at the list of beneficiary charities, the reading sounds the theme of their functions like Glory 

House of Miami, The Lord’s Place, Calm House, Port in the Storm and of course Catholic Charities. 

 

If we are going to have a successful Hugs for the Homeless in 2020, we need to have a plan now. 

 

Madame President has graciously provided us with the workable theme “Love God and Love your Neighbor”.  

We love our neighbor with many different actions, but one of the most evident actions is Hugs for the     

Homeless.  It is a project born within FCCW board, brought forth into the light of Council and returned to our 

neighbors. 

 

Keeping that Love in mind, please send all of your funds and the physical address for your designated charities 

to our FCCW President, Sheila Hopkins, 1554 Vernon Ct., Tallahassee, FL 32317. 

 

Please  remember that timing is key.  Many checks must be written with correct physical addresses. 

 

I look forward to sharing your success stories with FCCW.  Your story might be found in the FCCW        

newsletter! 



Public Relations/Sunshine                                                 Martha Klinikowski 

As your Sunshine Chair, I am responsible for sending out birthday cards, get well cards, 

sympathy cards and ordination cards.  I am getting the hang of sending out cards.  Forgive 

me if I am late getting them to you.   

 

I have one piece of news I would like to pass along.  Linda Smith, from the Diocese of St. 

Augustine and a past member of the Archdiocese of Miami, is now returning to south Florida.  If you would 

please keep her in your prayers and maybe send her a card once in a while, I am sure she would appreciate 

it.  Her address is: 

 

Linda Smith 

Westchester of Sunrise Assisted Living 

Room 521 

9701 West Oakland Park Blvd. 

Sunrise, FL 33351-7030 

PH:  954-572-4444 

  As a member of the NCCW Nominating Committee, I would like to let 

you know that it is time to seek candidates to represent all members in the       

office of Treasurer.  Please refer to page 3 in the newest Connect for information 

about this office.  Information and nomination form with qualifications and     

requirements for the position are posted on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org, 

or contact the chair of the Nominating Committee, Chris Heiderscheidt, at 

chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com or Jean Bazley at ladiebug39@aol.com. 

Submitted by Jean Bazley, NCCW Nominating Committee 

NCCW Nominating Committee                                                 Jean Bazley 



Legislative Advocacy                                   Mary Woltman & Dr. Maria Knoll 

                                                                              Co-Chairmen 

Our committee has launched a new initiative titled “Visit Your Legislator,” intended to 

encourage all CCW members to visit their state senators and representatives at their 

home district offices prior to the beginning of the next Florida legislative session (January 

14th, 2020).  

In coordination with the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops, there are two main is-

sues we would like to promote at this time: 1. Parental Consent Prior to a Minor’s Abor-

tion, and 2. Ending the Death Penalty. Your Diocesan President might choose to add a 

third issue taking into consideration the Public Policy Priorities of the Florida Conference 

of Catholic Bishops and the particular needs of each diocese.  

Before visiting your legislators, we recommend that you take some time to prepare by reading the material we have posted in 

the Legislative Advocacy page of the FCCW website (http://www.flaccw.org/legislative-advocacy). 

Understanding this material and visiting your representative and senator before you attend the Catholic Days at the Capitol 

(Tallahassee, January 28 – 30) will be a good way to prepare.  For those who cannot attend, take the time to visit them while 

they are at their offices in town.  

 We appreciate your support of this initiative.  By working together, we can be a powerful force that influences our legislators to 

make policies that protect and defend human life and dignity and can give a voice to some of the most vulnerable and            

marginalized members of our society.  

 

Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (flaccb.org) 

Join the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network (FLCAN) – sign 

up to receive emails that include news and action 

items related to legislative issues. 

Text FLCAN to 50457 on your smart phone to receive     

action alerts. 

Candidate Questionnaire Project (CQP)– FCCB will be      

releasing responses to its CQP questionnaire for state 

and federal candidates 

Catholic Days at the Capitol 

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship was revised by the USCCB in 2015.  This document is   

available for download at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship We 

should each take the time to read this document before voting this year. 

                   Call to prayer for Life, Marriage and Religious Freedom (usccb.org/pray) - you can sign up to     

               receive weekly text or email reminders to pray and fast on Fridays.  

WEB SITES 

NCCW:  nccw.org 

FCCW:  flaccw.org 

USCCB:  usccb.org 

FLACCB:  flaccb.org 

http://www.flaccw.org/legislative-advocacy
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship

